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Happy 23rd Anniversary To 
The Brownhelm Historical Association

 Join us for our anniversary meeting 
Wednesday, March 2 at the 
Carriage Barn at Mill Hollow 
Park. Doors open at 6:30. 
A short Business Meeting 
at 7 p.m. will be followed by 
program and refreshments.
     On March 3, 1993 a 
group of interested people gathered at Marcia 
DePalma’s home with the intent of forming a 
group dedicated to preserving Brownhelm’s 
rich history. The following fourteen people 
were at that fi rst gathering: Marcia DePalma, 
Jody Frimel, Ed and Marilyn Brill, Fred and 
Peg Fillmore, Mary Konick, Melvin Niggle, Lora 
Wilms, Bonnie Cutcher, Peg New, Don Bechtel, 
Tracy Lockhart, and Anne Gray. We have now 
grown into the Brownhelm Historical Association 
with 150-plus members. 
     Bill Cutcher will provide a short slide show 
of some of Brownhelm’s old homes and their 
present day locations. We will talk about 
Brownhelm’s early settlement years and look 
forward to celebrating its 200th Birthday in 
July 2017. Refreshments provided by Marcia 
DePalma and Gaila Cogar 

Brownhelm Honor Hallway

     As we fi nish fi nalizing the list of names to 
be honored at the old school, here is the fi nal 
update.  There will be 62 names listed, 
remembered as a student, a graduate, 
a teacher, or a parent as well as bus 
drivers or other school staff.  These 
names evidently had an impact to those 
who made a donation and yet we can 
recall many more.  
     Thanks to all who made a contribution that 
totaled just over $2,000!  These funds will 
certainly provide the supplies to hang all of 
those large framed graduating classes as well 

as the new track lights to shine on these well 
remembered classmates. 
     At the May Alumni open house, this hallway 
will be ready for dedication with all forty 
photographs in place. More details in the April 
Bugle.  Most of these pictures are in the new 
revised Brownhelm Book so you may need to 
purchase one in the near future.  The cost is 
only $22 and contains a lot of history about the 
people and the schools. 

Slate Art Fun and more

     On Wednesday, March 16th, the BHA will 
invite members and their guests to a special 
event at the school.  You will need to register as 
there is limited seating and a sign up sheet will 
be at the March 2nd meeting. Call Sue at 949-
8974 if interested. 
     The fun begins at 6:30 with wine and cheese 
in the ‘Brownhelm Library’ room where you will 
select your slate for painting. From there you 
will move into the workroom where art ideas and 
designs along with paint will be provided. Find 
a seat and work to create your masterpiece.  
Bring a picture to make a transfer, if you like. 
     You will be able to take your slate artwork 
home as these make nice welcome signs or 
use as a gift for a friend.  There will be a large 
beverage pitcher in place for the cost of supplies 
for those interested.  

Added Another New Member

   Yes, we did forget to mention another new 
member in that list last month.  Suzie Kishman, 
who joined in December and is also the 
Treasurer of the Firelands Chapter NSDAR here 
in Vermilion.  
    Suzie’s name is listed on the DAR – Wreaths 
across America form that is included in this 
Bugle.  She is the person you will want to mail 
your check to during these next 10 months to 
support that project.  Any cash donations placed 
in the red wreath vase at the meetings will be 
turned over to Suzie as well. 



Volume 20                                                                       March 2016                                                                                  No. 2

Remembering A Member . . .

    At the Feb. 3rd meeting, we mentioned that 
Hendrika J. ‘Hennie’ Riemer had passed away 
just a few hours earlier that day.  Hennie was 
one of eight children and came to the U.S. in 
1955 from the Netherlands. She graduated from 
Elyria High in 1958 and went on to become a 
nurse.  She lived on Cooper Foster Park Road 
after her marriage to Earl Riemer in 1968 and 
worked at St. Joseph Hospital in Lorain. 
    She worked many years as an emergency 
room nurse, helped on the farm, attended St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Amherst and became 
a lifetime member of our group.  Hennie served 
as a trustee for several years and was always 
willing to help or donate to our organization. 
    One year, she volunteered to ‘welcome’ our 
members by getting their membership name 
badges because she wanted to remember 
everyone who attended the meetings. She 
and her good neighbor, the late Libby Maiden, 
would often help to clean the museum. These 
two ladies knew how to clean! They moved the 
showcases and the piano to make sure they got 
all the dust in the corners.  
     Her obituary was well written as this lady 
was very active in her church, in her home and 
in her work, even after she retired and also in 
our community.  The family suggests memorial 
contributions be made to St. Joseph Church or 
to the Brownhelm Historical Assoc.   This is one 
member that we will always remember . . .

Brownhelm School Update

     We continue to meet on Tuesdays from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and you are welcome to join us.  
We are painting and installing the last pieces of 
woodwork for the hallway.  The counter in the 
display room has been measured and soon we 
will have a new granite counter top donated by 
Albert Gasparini who owns Traditional Granite 
& Marble near Sandusky.  Albert suggested 
Dakota Mahogany and the sample piece looks 
beautiful.  He also donated the marble in our 
family restroom.  We are actively researching a 
chair lift for the few steps going up to the stage 

and fi rst fl oor rooms.  We have a few leads 
and we thank our members for passing that 
information to us.  If you have items to donate 
to Grandma’s Attic Sale, please bring them 
on Tuesdays.  We can help you unload.  The 
items that have been donated so far look very 
interesting.  This fund raiser will help in starting 
the next phase of renovation, the stage and 
gym.  We need your help and support.  Thank 
you for your generosity, our dedicated work 
crew, and the delicious lunches that Pat Latto, 
Dorothy Bechtel and Marcia DePalma have 
provided recently. 

John Mercer Langston Update

     As new facts and history are uncovered, 
updates and clarifi cation often must be made to 
presently known historical facts.  Our historical 
organization has recognized John Mercer 
Langston as the fi rst African-American elected 
to public offi ce.  More precisely, he was the 
fi rst African-American elected outside of the 
New England area, and he was the fi rst elected 
west of the Alleghenies.  Furthermore, and 
importantly, he was the fi rst elected in the state 
of Ohio, right here in Brownhelm.  
     Recently the Brownhelm Historical 
Association re-dedicated the John Mercer 
Langston historical marker located at the 
Brownhelm School property, near the front drive.  
This well-attended event included an interpretive 
play portraying some of the early history of this 
area and Mr. Langston’s local connections.  The 
event was a fi ne connection between local and 
national history.  
     Local history researcher and Lorain County 
Historian Jeff Sigsworth recently delved into 
other little-known history surrounding the “fi rst 
African-Americans elected to public offi ce,” and 
he subsequently prepared a fact sheet briefl y 
highlighting Langston’s life history.  Sigsworth 
noted that two African-Americans were in fact 
elected to public offi ce previously to John 
Mercer Langston.  In 1776, Wentworth Cheswill 
was elected Justice of the Peace in Newmarket, 
N. H., and in 1836, Alexander Lucius Twilight 
was elected to the Vermont House of 



Volume 20                                                                       March 2016                                                                                  No. 2

Help Us Save Mailing Costs!
 If you are willing/able to receive the Bugle via email, 
please email the editor at: kabbw49@gmail.com 
to be put on the list. You will need Adobe Acrobat 
Reader (a free download) to be able to read it. 
Thanks to all of you who have already signed up for 
this service!!

Representatives.  Then in 1855, John Mercer 
Langston was elected Township Clerk in 
Brownhelm.  So with this updated research, 
we thank Jeff Sigsworth for his vigilance in 
keeping our historical facts clearly articulated 
and accurately documented.   

Amherst Train Wreck 
100th Anniversary Memorial Event

     Join the Amherst Historical Society on 
Tuesday, March 29 for the 
historic anniversary of the 
famous triple train wreck 
involving the 20th Century 
Limited. There will be a 
dedication ceremony at the site of the 
wreck, followed by fl ower placement at 
Crownhill Cemetery. Later there will be 
an open house at the Grange Hall at the 
Sandstone Village, where you can learn 
more. For more information, go to www. http://
amhersthistoricalsociety.org.

Dues Are Due For 2016

    In this mailing or email, you will be reminded 
about renewal of membership. So, if you wish, 
please continue to support our historical group.  
Your dues and interest is what keeps us going 
as we celebrate 23 years since our group 
started in 1993!
     If you have a question about your dues, just 
call Jim, the BHA Treasurer, at 949-8974 and 
he’ll check the record books.  
    The refreshment list for this year will 
be out if you would like to sign up to bring 
refreshments for one of the monthly meetings 
in 2016. The coffee, and other supplies are 
always provided, just bring your favorite 
dessert and help to serve it! 

DAR – “Wreaths Acr oss America” 

   At the February meeting, Janice O’Neil, 
Organizing Regent of the Firelands Chapter 
of the DAR was so pleased to hear that 
several of our members want to contribute to 

the cause to place a live wreath at veteran’s 
graves here in Brownhelm. 
   So, we, the BHA, will be collecting funds 
every month until December to support this 
project.  Our Secretary, Nancy Denslow, will 
ask if this can be done at Rugby Cemetery 
so that the DAR Chapter will include that 
cemetery as well.  So, if you are interested, 
use the offi cial form that is included and 
spread the word as we help the local chapter 
of the DAR to carry out this great country wide 
mission. 
    Janice and Lance Beebe, Chapter President 
of the SAR of the Firelands Bicentennial 
Chapter, spoke to a full house at the meeting 
last month about their respective groups. This 
was followed by hearth cooking of Yankee 
Bean Soup and yeast rolls prepared by 
Jennifer and Joe Arthur.  It was just a great 
time to talk about our history and life as a 
pioneer back then.  Thanks again to all for the 
great start of 2016! 
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